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It is clear that Nanak took the prophet of Islam as his
model, and his teaching was naturally deeply coloured by this,
fact. He was a mystic in the sense that he had a lively realisa-
tion of the presence of God, but he was not an en wrapt vision-
ary like Kabir. His spirit took occasional flights to the sorrow-
less and where * the Divine palace is illumined by His light
which exceeds the light of millions of moons, lamps, suns and
torches, and where from behind the curtain of the Unknown
(ghaibt) the sound of bells is heard/5 but he does not revel in
the transcendent joys of that illumined abode. His spirit draws,
its inspiration from that vision, but it is far too deeply interested
in the fate of his fellow-beings upon earth to linger long in
the rare mystic regions.
Nanak's conception of religion was severely practical and.
sternly ethical. His God is exalted above all. He ** is inacces-
sible, unfathomable, altogether distinct from His creation,*'6 at
" His threshold millions of Muhammads, Brahmas, Visnus.
Mahesas, Ramas are lauding Him in millions of ways and
millions of forms."7 " He is incomprehensible, endless, in-
calculable, independent, immortal, actionless. He has no caste..
He is not born nor does He die, He is self-existent, He has no
fear, and no doubts .... He has no family, He has no illusion,
He is beyond the beyond, the whole Light is Thine/'8 Yet he.
admits that He is immanent in all, ** within each body the
Absolute (Brahma) is concealed, and within each vessel the
'whole light is His/*9 God is husband (khasam)^ and bridegroom*
and thus intimately related to the human soul. But in his more
permanent, mood Nanak looks upon God as the One Lord of all,,
the Commander (Hakim) according to whose pre-ordained will
man ought to walk, for obedience to Him brings wisdom, know-
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